
What intentions are sent to other priests? 

Par i shes  rece ive  many  request s  f rom 
missionary  societies  for  Mass  intentions  for 
priests in mission territories, as they really rely 
on the money they receive to live.  Canon Law 
states  that  every  Mass  intention  has  to  be 
offered  within  one  year  of  being  received.  
Therefore, if a parish has too many intentions 
to be able to offer them all  within a year,  or 
even  if  there  are  spare  intentions,  there  is  a 
duty to send them to priests in need.

Making  a  Mass  Offering  therefore  does  not 
merely  support  the  priests  of  the  parish  but 
also  other  priests  elsewhere  in  the  world.     
The  majority  of  intentions  are  retained  and 
offered in this parish but, if a large number of 
requests  are  received  for  one  person  or 
persons,  this  may  result  in  some  of  them   
being  sent  away  to  support  the  Church’s 
mission elsewhere.

What about ‘private’ Masses? 

The Oratory Fathers  say Mass  daily,  even on 
their  weekly  dies  non  (‘day  off ’),  as  do  many 
other priests, and on their annual holiday, and 
post-Christmas and Easter short breaks.  Some 
Mass intentions are offered on these occasions 
and so don’t appear in the list on our Monthly 
Newsletter nor on the weekly Sunday Bulletin.

How can a Mass Intention be arranged? 
In  most  parishes  Mass  Intention  envelopes 
are available at the back of the church.   To 
request  a  Mass  Intention,  simply  take  an 
envelope,  complete  the  details,  insert  your 
offering,  and  place  it  in  the  Sunday  Mass 
collection,  hand it  to  one of  the Fathers  or 
Brothers,  or  post  it  through  the  Oratory 
House letterbox.

A preferred  date  for  an  intention  may  be 
indicated  on  the  envelope,  but  cannot  be 
guaranteed.  Where a date is requested it will 
be given if  at all  possible,  but if  the Masses 
that day have already been allocated, it will be 
assigned to the next available date.

When  a  funeral  Mass  has  to  be  arranged 
(inevitably  at  short  notice)  the  intention 
originally  allocated  to  that  Mass  has  to  be 
moved to the next nearest available date.

Every  effort  is  made  to  allocated  dates 
requested,  and  intentions  are  listed  in  the 
monthly  Newsletter  for  the  forth-coming 
month,  and  in  the  Sunday  Bulletin  for  the 
next week.

Thank  you  for  your  consideration,  and 
continuing to support the Fathers in this way, 
thereby assisting the work of the Oratory.
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What the Catholic Church 
teaches about 

Mass Offerings 
The faithful who make an offering so that Mass 
can be celebrated for their intention, contribute to 
the  good  of  the  Church,  and  by  that  offering      
they share in the Church’s concern for the support 
of its ministers and its activities.

Code of Canon Law,  Canon 946

What is a Mass Offering? 

A Mass  offering  (previously  called  a  Mass 
stipend) is a donation given to a priest as a gift 
so that he can celebrate (or concelebrate) Mass 
with  a  particular  intention.   Every  Mass  is 
offered for the whole Church living and dead,  
as expressed in the Eucharistic Prayer:

Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N. and
all gathered here…  For them, we offer you this 
sacrifice of praise…  Remember also, Lord your 
servants N. and N., who have gone before us
with the sign of faith and rest in the sleep of peace.  
Grant them, O Lord, we pray, and all who sleep
in Christ, a place of refreshment, light and peace.

    The Roman Canon (EP I ) 



How are priests supported financially? 
Contrary to popular belief, the Sunday collection 
is not part of a priest’s income.  First collections 
help  to  finance  the  running  of  the  parish 
(maintenance of the church, halls, house, wages of 
any  employees,  support  of  the  diocese,  and 
Catholic  schools,  etc).   The  only  exceptions  to 
this  are  the  Christmas  and  Easter  collections 
which form the major part of a priest’s  income.    
Any second collection goes to the cause specified.  
Catholic  priests  rely  entirely  on  the  support  of 
the  faithful  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  on  Mass 
offerings,  and  ‘stole  fees’  (that  is  any  donation 
given  to  a  priest  for  baptisms,  marriages  or 
funerals).  The ancient tradition is that Priests live 
by the offerings of the Faithful whom they serve.

Do priests pay tax? 
Yes.  In the United Kingdom priests are required 
to  pay  tax,  even  on  your  Mass  offerings.              
All  income  received  by  a  priest  is  taxable.        
This  inc ludes  the  Christmas  and  Easter 
collections,  Mass  offerings,  and  stole  fees.    
Priests  also have to pay tax on benefits-in-kind, 
including  food  expenses,  the  wages  of  any 
domestic help, and a share of the household bills.

What is the Missa pro Populo? 

Every  Sunday  and  Holy  Day  of  Obligation  a 
Parish Priest must ensure that one Mass is said for 
the  intention  of  all  the  people  of  the  parish.      
No offering is given for this intention.

The Priest prays particularly for the individual 
intention  -  from the  ‘Prayer  for  Direction  of 
Intention'  said  in  the  sacristy  while  vesting 
before Mass, to the memento  for the living and 
dead in the Canon, and at other points in the 
Mass.  The purpose of the financial gift is not to 
buy  God’s  grace  or  spiritual  favours  (that  is 
impossible,  and  any  attempt  is  the  sin  of 
Simony),  but  to  give  the priest  the money on 
which he is expected to live that day.

How many Mass offerings can a Priest 
receive? 

A Priest may keep only one Mass offering per 
day.  If he says a second Mass with an offering 
attached, the offering is sent to the Bishop, who 
donates  it  to  a  prescribed  charity.   The  only 
exception is Christmas Day, when a Priest may 
keep the offering for each Mass he says.

What are Mass cards for? 

Mass cards are an attractive way to let someone 
know that a Priest is offering Mass and praying  
for them, or one of their relatives or friends.  

Cards  can  be  bought  from  our  Catholic 
Bookshop, or the Parish Office, and may then 
be signed by a Priest.  So long as the details are 
given  on  the  Mass  Intention  envelope  the 
requested intention will be prayed for at Mass, 
whether or not a card is signed.

Should the intention be announced at Mass? 

The priest has no obligation under Canon Law to 
mention  the  name  or  the  particular  intention. 
Recommended best practice is  not to announce 
intentions.   He is required simply to ‘have it  in 
mind’.   The  Mass  intention  is  the  specific 
intention  which  the  priest  carries  with  him.     
Any  concelebrating  priests  wil l  also  have 
particular intentions, as will  many people in the 
congregation.   Although  the  priest  does  not 
mention the intention, he has it firmly in mind, 
and is praying for it during the Mass.

What should I give? 

It  is  up  to  the  donor  what  to  give  -  the  Mass 
offering  is  a  gift,  not  a  charge.   The  national 
recommended minimum used  to  be  £5  but,  for 
some years now, is £10 for Holy Souls’ and similar 
Masses.  This is only a guideline, but it should be 
remembered that the object of the offering is to 
support the priest financially for a day.  Consider 
what is a realistic offering within your own means.

How does  the Holy Souls’ box help? 

The Holy Souls’ box is emptied regularly, and for 
every £10 that is received, one Mass is entered in 
the Parish Mass Book for the repose of the Holy 
Souls.  Some of these intentions will be offered in 
the parish at which they are donated, some may 
be sent to other priests who do not have sufficient 
Mass intentions or offerings for their daily needs, 
or to sent to support the missions.


