Dear Friends,

OCTOBER is DEDICATED as the MONTH of THE HOLY ROSARY
with the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Wednesday 7th October. On that
date in 1571 the combined forces of Naples, Sardinia, Venice, the Papacy,
Genoa, Savoy, and the Knights Hospitallers, fought an intense battle with the
fleet of the Ottoman Empire. in the Gulf of Patras located in western Greece.

Though vastly outnumbered, the so-called ‘Holy League' won the day, thus
severely curtailing the Ottoman Empire’s attempts to control the Mediterranean,
causing a seismic shift in international relations from East to West, and “the
world that we know came into being with this victory at the Battle of Lepanto™.
Pope Pius V immediately declared 7th October as the universal Feast of Our
Lady of Victory, which Pope Gregory XIII changed to Our Lady of the Rosary.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE is a modern-day battle against the evil of abortion and what
Pope Saint John Paul II described as the current ‘culture of death’, in which the
Rosary for Our Lady’s intercession is again most powerful against the forces of evil.

From 23rd September, through this month of October, and concluding on
1st November (Solemnity of All Saints) through prayer - especially the Rosary -
fasting, and peaceful and respectful presence in the proximity of abortion centres
(outside buffer zones), we seek to reach women in pregnancy crises, to offer them
alternatives to abortion, alongside both spiritual and practical support, and,
in doing so, to give witness to the culture of life.

Parishioners are invited to offer just one hour to witness by prayer, giving
voice to the voiceless, accompanied by an experienced and friendly volunteer.
Alternatively, you could support the 40DFL ‘remotely’ in church or at home,
with prayers (Rosaries), fasting and sacrifices.

To participate, in either of these ways, in the 40DFL, please contact
Livia Tossici-Bolt via email: 40daysforlifebournemouth@gmail.com

FEAST OF SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN is on Friday 9th October.
In addition to the usual 7.30am and 12.15pm Low Masses, we have a Solemn
Mass at 6pm, followed by Wine Tasting - exploring the beverages enjoyed by
our Oratorian Cardinal, S John Henry, and presented by our own James Yorke.

There may still a few places left for this special ticket-only event
which must be booked (£20) with our Parish Office by Monday 5th.

From the letters of S John Henry Newman, we know that he enjoyed strong beer
as a young man, and later in life praised a dinner in France that included claret,
burgundy, sherry, and rum! So rather than just general Victorian tastes,
our evening is built around wines that Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman
is actually on record as enjoying - claret, burgundy, sherry, and proper English ale.

With olives, cheese, and focaccia snacks.
The wines and beer will also be on sale at the end of the event.

THE RELICS OF SAINT GERARD MAJELLA on Monday 26th October
arrive at S5pm for an hour of prayer. Mass with sermon is at 6pm,
followed by veneration of the Relics, celebrating S Gerard’s 300th anniversary.

S Gerard is Patron Saint of unborn children, couples trying to conceive, women
in childbirth, mothers, expectant mothers, motherhood, those looking for work,
falsely accused people, lay brothers, and making a good Confession.
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CALENDAR for OCTOBER
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6pm Latin Mass (1st Friday)

1.45pm Catholic Art Club - Cafe Neri
2pm Baptism: Z¢lie Phillips

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
40 Days for Life at all Masses
10.30 Kent Catenians at Mass

Oratory Feast - S Luigi Scrosoppi
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary

6pm Feast of S John Henry Newman
7pm Cardinal Wine Tasting event

9.30 Confirmandi & Parents meeting
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1pm SVP Lunch & Social afternoon
12.15 40 Day for Life Youth event

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Mission Sunday

7.15pm Finance & Fabric Committee

Diocesan Day of Prayer for Life
6pm Brothers of the Little Oratory

9.15 Young Oratory / Confirmandi
9.30am Baptism preparation
British Summer Time ends tonight

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Relics of S Gerard Majella
6pm Mass & Veneration of Relics

NOVEMBER

Solemnity of All Saints
40 Days for Life Procession and
6pm Benediction

All Souls’ Day 7.30 & 12.15 Masses
6pm Solemn Requiem Mass

Oratory Feast: Blessed Salvio Huix
6pm Latin Mass (1st Friday)

1.45pm Catholic Art Club (1st Sat)

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Remembrance Sunday

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
‘Stewardship Sunday’

Solemnity of Christ the King
(Last Sunday of the liturgical year)

See all our regular events on the back page

The Week At A Glance

ST PHILIP NERI’S DAILY MAXIMS
For FREE daily delivery click HERE
then scroll down beneath the image,

to pop your email address into the box.

The Oratory Church is open daily
for Mass, Confessions, prayer, and a
quiet oasis in the heart of Bournemouth
6.30am - 6.30pm (from 7.30am to 6pm
at weekends, and on bank holidays).


https://www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk/saint-philip-neri/
mailto:40daysforlifebournemouth@gmail.com

PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP
to be read in all churches and chapels of the Diocese of Portsmouth
on 27th September 2026, the Twenty-Sixth Sunday of the Year

THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE | Y‘K

Dear Friends of Christ,

Whenever we come to Sunday Mass, we profess our belief in the existence of a loving God, the Creator of heaven
and earth, visibilium omnium et invisibilium: the Maker ‘of all things visible and invisible.” (1) God’s creation is
magnificent! He made it out of nothing and He sustains it in being. (2) But as the Fourth Lateran Council affirmed,
He made it two-fold, the visible creation and the invisible, with two orders of creatures, material and spiritual, humans
being both. (3) When we explore the visible world God has made, we cannot help being filled with awe and wonder.
Yet this pales before the majestic invisible world of the angels and saints, gathered around God’s throne exclaiming
Sanctus! Sanctus! Sanctus! (4) The world of God’s invisible creatures, the angels and archangels, the cherubim and
seraphim, is brought out admirably for us this coming week by the Church’s liturgy, when on Tuesday we venerate the
archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, and on Friday our Guardian Angels.

Bear with me a moment. Angels are spiritual beings. They are immortal. They are personal, with intelligence and
free will. Each, according to St Thomas, is its own species. (5) They are God’s servants and messengers, although we
also know from scripture - and we might add, from experience too - that some of them are fallen. Nowadays, living in
a society with so many advances in science and technology, some find it hard to believe in angels, yet ironically
cutting-edge science is open to the existence of invisible, immaterial worlds. (6) Have you ever been in a room with an
odd atmosphere? Or met a person struggling with an addiction? Or thought of a friend who then suddenly ‘phones
you? Many things in life are invisible. Even as you listen to this Letter, your church is filled with data links, mobile
‘phone calls and other electronic signals, all invisible yet real. Some processes have their origins in the spiritual
realm. It is from there that God sends His angels to help, serve and protect us, just as in scripture, when we read of
Michael bringing God’s victory, Gabriel God’s messages, and Raphael God’s healing. (7) This is why each day we
should thank God for His love, whilst entrusting ourselves to Him and asking His protection.

Why do I mention this? For two reasons. First, this time of the year has been named ‘The Season of Creation.” The
Season is an ecumenical period of prayer and action when we thank God for His creation, reflect on humanity's impact
on the natural world and commit ourselves to sustainable living and environmental protection. (8) This year, Pope Leo
has urged us to turn off the noise of daily life in order to “hear the melodious voice of creation.” It is not yet too late,
he adds, to repair humanity's relationship with the environment. (9) So, in the words of the Mass for the Care of
Creation, let us ask the angels to help us care lovingly for creation and to live in harmony with all all creatures. (10)

But secondly, this is also the time of the year when parishes take a Mass count and begin assembling their pastoral
statistics. When I was a parish priest, I used to worry whether the figures were down! In the Diocese, for some
communities, this will be the case, challenging them to renew their prayer, welcome and outreach. On the other hand,
by God’s grace, we have a mission-plan, You Will be My Witnesses, with an exciting ten-year vision. (11) It is a plan for
expansion, for strengthening and deepening faith. The Church exists to evangelise, (12) but like breathing-in and
breathing-out, evangelisation is about ourselves growing in faith, as much as about reaching out to others. (13) Whilst
progress cannot be measured simply by numbers, numbers do say something. The visible does in some way point to
the invisible. So are we growing in love for Jesus in His Word and in the Holy Eucharist? And are we going out to
serve Him in the poor? (14) How are we deepening our faith and putting it into action?

The hardest change of all is changing ourselves. How can I become more holy, closer to Christ? How can I become
better formed in my faith? How can our parish put Christ more evidently at the centre? How can we pass on the Faith
to the young? What works of charity, justice and ecology might we undertake? How can we encourage real steward-
ship, responsibility and tithing? And how can our parish witness to the Gospel in this area? If this parish closed
tomorrow, would anyone who is not a member notice the difference? (15) “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.”
(16) In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses the image of two sons, one who did the will of his father, and one who did not.
Which one are you?

Over the next months, I want to encourage you to recommit yourself to keeping the Six Holy Habits:

First, to keep Sunday special by attending Mass;

Secondly, to resolve to spend at least five minutes a day in prayer; (18)
Thirdly to keep Friday as a day of penance and charity towards the poor; (19)
Fourthly, regularly to pay a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament; (20)
Fifthly, to go to Confession once a month or so; (21) and

Sixthly, to join a small group for formation, prayer and fellowship.
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Imagine the revolution if everyone in the Diocese adopted all six!



Finally, to make more visible what might otherwise be invisible, I invite you to complete a short, anonymous
questionnaire. By sharing your experience, you will contribute to the development of the Diocese and help me to
discern how the Lord is at work. It will only take a few minutes: you can access it by scanning the QR code below.
Thank you in advance. We hope to repeat the survey in three years’ time to view the journey made. Meanwhile, let
me offer you the Lord’s blessing. ‘“May the Lord send His holy angels to keep you safe. May they guard you in all
your ways. One day, may they bring you safely to heaven.” (22)

In Corde Iesu, + Philip
Bishop of Portsmouth.

TO ACCESS THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Open your smartphone's camera app, point it steadily at the code
until a pop-up link appears, and then tap that link to open the content:
Or use this link: https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/QTBWYRP
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PRAYER PANEL

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION IN OCTOBER

For mental health ministry.
Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church,
helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK &
HOUSEBOUND OF OUR PARISH

OF YOUR CHARITY PRAY FOR

the Souls of those whose Anniversary of
death occurs during this month of October:

1st Malcolm Hales Brigden, Gidio
Benvenuto Afortunato Cobelli, 2nd Eileen
Rawson, 3rd Richard Omar Manuel Edoo,
John Cook Poole, 4th Phyllis Leah Mary
Cooper, Danielius Kots, 5th Beth Muriel
Schofield, Adrian Neil Attard, 7th Brenda
Jeffreys, 10th Grace Lockton, Eileen Mary
Hughes, 12th Christina Smith, 13th Doris
Elizabeth Carr, Christopher Morris Bosley,
14th John Peter de Freitas, Anne Fionnula
McSweeney, 15th Olive Godfrey,

18th Filomena R McDevitt, 19th Antonia
Loginotti, Anne James, 20th Margaret
Mary Perry, Agnes Angela Touhy, Jose
Maria Palau, 22nd Francisco Daniel
Marino, 23rd William Patrick Penn,

24th Molly Winifred Hebditch, Margaret
Ellen Howard, Marie Therese Bosley,
26th Maureen Howard O’Hare,

27th Jane (Jean) Dyer, 31st William
Francis Hicks, Fidelis Adela O’ Neill.

Francis Addington, Ruth Balaam,
Anna Bartlett, Algimantas Bereisa,
Sylvia Burton, Chrissie Collew,
Gerard Bottrell, Bérbel Copus,
Danny Cusack, Margaret Farman,
Scott Faulkner, Catherine Harbour,
Charlotte Holdaway, Mike & Pauline
Hughes, Bill Ingles, Louise Lill,
Francis McCausland, Mary Moret,
Ivor Palmer, Gladys Richardson,
Sheila Shelley, Mike & Peggy
Skivington, Michael Sullivan,
Hilary Timson, Derek Van Der Syde,
Simon Walters, Brian Weston,
Nicola White, and Alan Wright.

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:

Margaret Scott, Patricia Voisey,
Patricia Wilson, Cecil Bosley,
Mike Ellestone, Lea Alves-de-Siqueira.

MASS INTENTIONS and SHRINE LAMPS Intentions are listed weekly on the
Sunday Bulletin. To have a Mass offered for your intentions please take a grey
Mass Intention envelope (and grey explanatory leaflet) from the back of Church,
complete the front details, enclose your Offering, and pop it through our letterbox,
or hand it to one of the Fathers or Brothers.

Lamps burn for one week (£10 for 7 days) at the Shrines and Altars of our Church.
Our Shop has Mass Intention cards for you to send to those for whom you are praying.

HOSPITAL CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCIES

If you are going into hospital please let us know, and request the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick.
If you (or a Catholic whom you know) is sick, housebound, or in hospital, please contact the Parish
Office, so that the Fathers can take them Holy Communion and other Sacraments to sustain them

Hospital Catholic Chaplaincy Fr Darryl Jordan  Chaplaincy: 0300 019 4221.
Royal Bournemouth & Christchurch Switchboard: 01202 303626 (ask for Chaplaincy)
RBH Mass at 6pm on First Wednesdays of each month.

Poole Hospital Chaplaincy: 0300 019 2167. Mass at 6.30pm every Thursday.

Oratory Clergy

Fr Peter Edwards Moderator / Parish Priest, Fr Francisco Hintikka University Catholic Chaplain
Fr Gaston Zaniratto Minister / Prefect of Music, Br Antony Lummis Librarian / Guest-master

The Oratory House, 1 Albert Road, Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH1 1BZ

The Parish & University Catholic Chaplaincy are served by the
Fathers & Brothers of the Oratorian Community of Saint Philip Neri

www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk Facebook@bmouthoratory

Parish Office & Oratory Shop: Open 9am - 12 noon Monday - Friday
The Oratory Undercroft, Post Office Road / Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH1 1BB
Telephone: 01202 411140
Safeguarding Ministers: safeguarding.boush@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk (Edward & Sharon)

Email: administrator@bournemouthoratory.org.uk

THE ORATORY
WEEK AT A GLANCE

The Oratory Church is open daily
from 6.30am to 6.30pm
weekends & bank holidays from 7.30am

SUNDAYS
Spm (Sat) Vigil Mass of Sunday
8am Low Mass

10.30am  Solemn Mass followed
by coffee & conversazione
4pm Oratory Young Adults for
students & all 18-35 year olds
6pm Benediction
WEEKDAY MASSES

7.30am Monday, Wednesday & Friday
12.15pm Daily: Monday - Saturday

CONFESSIONS at the Oratory
Wednesdays & Saturdays 1lam - 12.

Daily Confessions begin half-an-hour
before every Mass, for 20 minutes,
and end 10 minutes before Mass begins.

The Oratory Exercises Mon-Fri

7am Half-an-hour silent meditation.
6pm Angelus, 20 minutes silent
prayer, then a litany, Marian anthem,
Oratorian prayers, and intercessions.

The Parish Office & Shop are open

9am - 12noon Monday - Friday
The Undercroft, Richmond Hill BH1 1BB

Mondays Blessing with the
Relic of S Philip after both Masses.
6.40pm Bell ringing practice - Tower
7pm Alcoholics Anonymous - Auditorium

Tuesdays Awaiting booking events

Wednesdays

11am Holy Hour & Confessions
6.45pm Rosary at the Cenotaph

7pm Narcotics Anonymous - Auditorium
7.30pm RCIA - in Café Neri

Thursdays

9-11am Church Cleaning & Flowers
Ipm SVP Lunch & Social (3rd Thurs)
7pm Schola practice - Organ Loft

Fridays

Ipm Oratory Sewing Circle (Sacristy)

6pm Latin Mass (1st Fridays)

6pm Brothers of the Secular Oratory
(2nd & 4th Fridays)

7.30pm SPUC (3rd Fridays) at Iford

Saturdays

9.15am 1st Communion 1st & 3rd Sats
9.15am Young Oratory 2nd & 4th Sats
9.30am Baptism Preparation - Monthly
10am Oratory Sewing Circle - 1st Sats
1lam Holy Hour & Confessions
1.45pm Catholic Art Club - 1st Sats
3.30pm Baptisms - Monthly

Spm Vigil Mass of Sunday

7pm Concerts & Musical Oratories
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