
PUBLIC MASSES RESUMED LAST WEEKEND
If you have any signs of sickness, or you’re in a ‘vulnerable’ category 
please do not come to the Church.   We must all be sensible and safe.
Guidelines on last Sunday’s Bulletin ensure compliance with Government 
and Church directives as we gradually return to ‘normal'.
All our Visitors are delighted with the absolute silence in church, so that 
prayer is not disturbed - talking only to God in church, and to each other 
outside the church.  Please help to maintain this good practice.
We need more Stewards to comply with requirements to keep our church 
open for public worship.  Please volunteer (via one of them) to help,
and please follow their guidance when coming to Holy Communion.

Thank you to everyone  supporting the Parish financially while there have 
been no public Masses or collections. This is a huge help.  Thank you so much.
It is hugely helpful if all our parishioners who switched their donations from 
cash to standing order or bank transfer during the period of lock-down, will 
please continue with this.  The tasks of sorting, counting, and banking the 
collections are onerous, and capability to do it at this time is challenging.
Even in ‘normal’ times it is an onerous burden on a tiny group of parishioners.  
The simple switch from cash giving to direct bank transfer saves all of this.
If you are unable to donate by direct bank transfer but can donate by cheque, 
then please switch to a monthly cheque, or if cash is really the only way you 
can donate, then please continue donating by cash.  With much appreciation.
Our on-line bank details are: Sort Code: 30-93-04.   Account No: 00 87 53 18.

Cheque should be made payable to Sacred Heart Catholic Church Bournemouth
Alternatively, please use the PLEASE GIVE NOW red button on our website.

Sign up to the FREE Diocesan E-News: www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews

SAINT PHILIP’S DAILY MAXIMS:    In order the better to gain souls, 
in visiting the sick, we ought to imagine that what we do for the sick person 
we are doing for Christ Himself;  we shall thus perform this work of mercy 
with more love, and greater spiritual profit.  (15th July)

Free daily delivery to your device via:  www.sacredartseries.com

Hospital Chaplains:   Fr Darryl Jordan:   Chaplaincy:   01202 704221. 
Royal Bournemouth & Christchurch:  01202 303626  (ask for Chaplaincy).           
   Poole Hospital:  Deacon McConville:  01202 442167. 

The Parish Office is closed until August but you can email, or leave a voice-mail. 

SACRED  HEART
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  (Year A)

LIVE STREAM SCHEDULE
www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk 

SUNDAY MASSES and SERVICES
No Saturday or Sunday evening Masses

8am Holy Mass
10.30am Solemn Mass
6pm Benediction

This Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 55:10-11  
Romans 8: 18-23;   Matthew 13: 1-23 

WEEKDAY MASSES & Devotions 
Monday 13th: Masses at 7.30am & 12.15pm
S Henry, Emperor,  or Feria    
     Isaiah 1: 10-17;   Matthew 10: 34 - 11: 1

Tuesday 14th:  Mass at 12.15pm (only)
S Camilllus de Lellis,  or Feria.  
     Isaiah 7: 1-9;   Matthew 11: 20-24
Wed 15th:  Masses at 7.30am & 12.15pm
S Swithun, Bishop (Diocesan memoria)  
Isaiah 10: 5-7, 13-16;  Matthew 10:1-7
Thursday 16th:  Mass at 12.15pm (only)
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
     Is. 26: 7-9, 12, 16-19;  Matt. 11: 28-30

Friday 17th:  Masses at 7.30am & 12.15pm
S Bonaventure, Religious, Bishop
     Isaiah 38:1-6,21-22;  Matthew 12: 1-8
   

Saturday 18th:  Mass at 12.15pm
Our Lady on Saturday,  or Feria
     Micah 2: 1-5;   Matthew 12: 14-21

Next Sunday:   16th Ordinary Sunday 
Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19;   Romans 8: 26-27;
Matthew 13: 24-43

Daily Angelus:      7.30am, 12 noon & 6pm
Holy Hour:       11am - 12 noon  Wed & Sat
Evening Oratory:     6pm Monday - Friday

All Masses and Devotions in this side-bar
are live-streamed on Sacred Heart TV.

The Parish & University Catholic Chaplaincy are served by the Fathers & Brothers of the Oratorian Community of St Philip Neri 

Fr Dominic Jacob     Fr Peter Edwards             Fr Andrew Wagstaff          Br Francisco Hintikka
Delegate & Novice Master     Moderator & Parish Priest           University Catholic Chaplain           Sacristan (Priestly studies at Oxford)

The Oratory House,   1 Albert Road,   Richmond Hill,   Bournemouth  BH1 1BZ

Parish Office Administrators are ‘furloughed’ by the Diocese during the Coronavirus.  Contact us via:
www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk         Telephone:  01202 411140        E. sacredheart@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Deacon:  The Rev’d Roger Carr-Jones        rcarrjones@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk         Telephone 01202 428451
Administrator:  Sharon Head (on furlough)                    Youth Ambassador:  Adam Bussell:   oratoryyouth@mail.com
facebook.com/SacredHeartChurchBournemouth          safeguarding@bournemouthoratory.org.uk   (Dee & Edward)

CORONA VIRUS:  You must take this home with you, once you have picked it up, and not leave it in the church. 

THE  ORATORY                                  
Sunday 12th July 2020
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Ad Orientem     ~     Towards the East
Jews turn towards Jerusalem, Muslims look to Mecca.  
All major religions face a particular direction for their 
worship and prayer to God.  Christians have always 
faced East from whence “the Rising Son will come”. 

Of the 60,000 viewers per month of our live-stream 
Masses  (ie. 2,000 per day during lock-down) only 
two have asked about the direction in which Mass is 
celebrated, and those by way of genuine enquiry to 
learn something which they realise they are missing 
(and another had a bit of a rant).  There have, however, 
been innumerable expressions of gratitude for the 
reverent manner of offering the Holy Sacrifice  
Ad Orientem, of which the letter in the May 2020 
edition of The Catholic Herald is but one example: 
My husband and I have streamed Mass every day from 
various places and it is a great joy and blessing.  We now 
watch Mass streamed from the Bournemouth Oratory 
and are wholly won over to Mass said Ad Orientem. 
           Mrs Jennifer Moorcroft, Sandersfoot, Pembrokshire. 

Throughout the Bible, God consistently chooses the 
East for His self-revelation.  Eg. He planted a garden 
in Eden, in the East (Gen 2:8).  The Temple faced East:  
I saw the glory of the God of Israel approaching from 
the East (Ezek 43:2), and the water flowed East (Ezek 
47:8) from the right side of the Temple, prefiguring the 
blood and water flowing from the right side of Christ 
on the Cross (cf. Rev 22:1).  

Christians renamed Passover, calling it Easter as they 
prayed toward the East and looked in that direction for 
the coming of the Risen Lord, reverting from the 
Jewish custom of praying toward Jerusalem in favour 
of the more ancient, scriptural East-facing prayer. 

Christian churches are consequently always built with 
the altar at the East.  (Where there is a topographical 
exception then the altar crucifix and tabernacle indicate 
‘liturgical east’.)  Baptismal promises are traditionally 
made facing East, looking to the rising sun, or Easter 
dawn, heralding the Rising of the Son of God in the 
East (having faced west, to the darkness, to renounce 
Satan).  For all these reasons and more, the Fathers of 
the Second Vatican Council never envisaged, much 
less mandated (as many mistakenly believe), that the 
Eucharist should normally be offered in any direction 
other than East, nor is it anywhere required. 

Far from the priest 'turning his back to the people’, 
priest and people together face the same direction as 
he leads them forward in offering Christ’s Sacrifice 
to the Father.  Ad Orientem is an Apostolic tradition.   

It is an oft-repeated fallacy that Vatican II required the 
priest to face the people.  Nowhere is this mentioned. 

Even the most recent edition (March 2011) of the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal assumes that 
the priest is not positioned at Mass to be constantly 
facing the people  (even at the chair) since it directs 
him to “turn to face the people” on only five very 
specific occasions:  1.  At the opening greeting (GIRM 
124.ii),  2. At ‘Pray Brethren' (GIRM 146),  3. At the 
Sign of Peace (GIRM 154.1),  4. When inviting the 
people for Communion (GIRM 157), and 5. At the 
greeting before the final blessing (GIRM in the Order 
of Mass 141).  These do not include ‘Lift up your 
hearts’ which is part of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

The above 5 points, at which the priest is specifically 
directed to turn to “face the people” - and, indeed, 
others for him to “turn toward the altar” - presume 
these to be two different directions, and clearly 
indicate that the General Instruction of the Missal 
does not expect the priest be constantly facing the 
people, either at the chair or the altar. 

A secondary concept of the Mass as a ‘meal’ is in 
danger of replacing the primary one of Sacrifice, and 
the priest displacing the Lord as the focus of attention. 
A common turning to the East during the Eucharistic 
Prayer remains essential.  This is not a case of 
accidentals, but of essentials.  Looking at the priest 
has no importance.  What matters is looking together 
at the Lord.  It is not now a question of dialogue, but 
of common worship, of setting off towards the One who 
is to come. Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI), The Spirit of the Liturgy. 

Throughout the months of lock-down everyone has 
become accustomed to our live-stream Masses being 
celebrated ad orientem (as in the other English 
Oratories), and increasingly elsewhere in the world. 

Lex orandi, lex credendi (the way we worship forms 
the way we believe), and aids our actual participation 
in offering the Sacrifice of Christ to His Father, until 
(from the East, as He promised) He comes again. 

‘We are a pilgrim people’, making our way home to 
God.  Catholic worship opens us to what lies ahead 
and above.  Offering Mass ad orientem helps us all 
to recognise and experience that together we move 
towards God Who reveals Himself to us. 

To be modern, some believe that it is necessary to 
break away from the roots.  And this is their ruin, 
because the roots, the tradition, are the guarantee 
of the future.  Pope Francis, 12th September 2018.

An Introduction  -  adapted and up-dated from an article for The Catholic Herald in 2008 by Fr Peter Edwards


