SACRED HEART

THE ORATORY

CTS Sunday Missal page 169
The Month of Saint Joseph

Sunday 22nd March 2020
The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Year A)
SUNDAY MASSES and SERVICES

CORONA VIRUS UP-DATE

No Saturday or Sunday evening Masses.

Bishop Philip writes: These are extraordinary times and we must
entrust ourselves into the Lord’s hands. Let us pray through the
intercession of Our Lady Health of the Sick for a speedy end to this
scourge and for all who are affected by it. Meanwhile, know that you
and the whole of our Diocese are in my prayers and that I pray for you
and your protection.

8am
10.30am

Low Mass
Solemn Mass

12.30pm

Mass in Polish

6pm

Benediction

CONFESSIONS at the ORATORY
Daily, 20 minutes before each Mass
Saturdays 11am - 12 noon & 4pm - 5pm
Wednesdays 11am - 12 noon

WEEKDAY MASSES & Devotions
Mon. 23rd: Masses 7.30am & 12.15pm
Lenten Feria (S Turibius of Mongrovejo)
Blessing with St Philip’s Relic after both Masses

Tuesday 24th: Mass at 12.15pm (only)
Lenten Feria. Funeral: Robert Poth
Wed 25th: Masses at 7.30am & 12.15pm
7pm Solemn Mass of the Solemnity
The Annunciation of the Lord
8am - 12 noon Eucharistic Adoration
11am - 12 noon Confessions

Thursday 26th: Mass at 12.15pm
Lenten Feria. Funeral: Anthony Bacon
Friday 27th: Masses 7.30am & 12.15pm
Lenten Feria
Sacred Heart devotions after 12.15pm Mass

Saturday 28th: Mass at 12.15pm
Lenten Feria
Passion Veiling
11am-12 Eucharistic Adoration / Confessions
Devotions to Our Lady after Saturday Mass
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

SAINT PHILIP’S DAILY MAXIMS

To be without pity for other people’s
falls, is an evident sign that we shall
fall ourselves shortly. (27th April)

+ Philip (Bishop of Portsmouth)
Please read the 4 pages of our Bishop’s letter, his decree and guidelines.
The Oratory Church is open as usual, all day. every day.
Confessions are at the usual times, but extended from our normal
20 minutes to 30 minutes before each Mass. All Masses are now
‘Private Masses’ (which are live-screened at our regular times). Holy
Communion is not distributed in Church (but may be taken to the sick).
The Faithful are encouraged to visit the Church for private prayer,
Eucharistic Adoration, individual Stations of the Cross, private Rosary,
and other personal devotions - keeping the requisite 2 metres (6 feet)
away from anyone else. If you have a cold, feel unwell, or are in one
of the categories where you are recommended not to go out or to mix
with other people please do not come to Church.
WHILE YOU CAN’T COME TO MASS the Obligation is abrogated,
but you should participate as much as you are able, at least by reading
the Scripture Readings, better by following the whole Order of Mass,
and best by logging on to our live-stream at <Sacred Heart TV>
and making an Act of Spiritual Communion:

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself entirely to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

The Parish & University Catholic Chaplaincy are served by the Fathers & Brothers of the Oratorian Community of St Philip Neri

Fr Dominic Jacob

Fr Peter Edwards

Fr Andrew Wagstaff

Br Francisco Hintikka

Delegate & Novice Master

Moderator & Parish Priest

University Catholic Chaplain

Sacristan (Priestly studies at Oxford)

The Oratory House, 1 Albert Road, Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH1 1BZ
Parish Office: Monday - Friday, 9am - 12 noon. 13 Post Office Road, Richmond Hill, Bournemouth BH1 1BB
www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk
Telephone: 01202 411140
E. sacredheart@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Parish Deacon: The Rev’d Roger Carr-Jones
rcarrjones@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Telephone 01202 428451
Administrator: Sharon Head (Contact as above)
Youth Ambassador: Adam Bussell: oratoryyouth@mail.com
facebook.com/SacredHeartChurchBournemouth
safeguarding@bournemouthoratory.org.uk (Dee & Edward)

LENT ~ with our Oratorian Cardinal
Saint John Henry Newman, Cong. Orat.
Saint John Henry Newman teaches us: If you ask me
what you are to do in order to be perfect, I say this:
1 Do not lie in bed beyond the due time of rising.

2 Give your first thoughts to God.
3 Make a good visit to the Blessed Sacrament.
4 Say the Angelus devoutly.
5 Eat and drink to God’s glory.
6 Say the Rosary well.
7 Be recollected; keep out bad thoughts.
8 Make your evening meditation well.
9 Examine your conscience daily.
10 Go to bed in good time - and you are already perfect.
His points are numbered for practical use.
On the First Sunday of Lent we looked at (1 & 10)
Do not lie in bed beyond the due time of rising,
and Go to bed in good time. Week 2 considered (2):
Give your first thoughts to God. Last Sunday (3 & 8)
Make a good Visit to the Blessed Sacrament, and
Make your Evening Meditation well. Today (4 & 6):
Say the Angelus devoutly, and Say the Rosary well.
Next week (5 & 7): Eat and drink to God’s glory, and
Be recollected, keep out bad thoughts. Palm Sunday
(9) Examine your conscience daily.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Say the Angelus devoutly,
and Say the Rosary well.
THE ANGELUS is the brief prayer said three times a
day - early morning, noon, and evening - as the
Angelus bell rings out from Catholic Church towers and
belfries - from the Oratory at 7.30am, noon, and 6pm.
This prayer honours Our Lord’s Incarnation (God in
Christ humbling Himself to take on our human nature)
and the name comes from the opening words:
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary… Holy Mary, Mother of God…
V. Behold the Handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to Thy Word.
Hail Mary… Holy Mary, Mother of God…
V. And the Word was made Flesh;
R. And dwelt amongst us.
Hail Mary… Holy Mary, Mother of God…
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
/ Christ.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee O Lord,
Thy Grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was made known by the
message of an angel, may, by His Passion and Cross,
be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

The famous painting of The Angelus by Jean Francois
Millet shows a young couple halting from their work
in the field, hands folded, and heads bowed devoutly
in prayer, as a church steeple in the distance indicates
that the Angelus bell is ringing out over the countryside
calling everyone to pause for a moment’s prayer.
The Artist himself said in 1865: "The idea for The
Angelus came to me because I remembered that my
grandmother, hearing the church bell ringing while we
were working in the fields, always made us stop work
to say the Angelus prayer for the poor departed,
very religiously, and with cap in hand.”
This simple prayer punctuates our day, honours Mary’s
humility and obedience in accepting God’s Will for her
to be the Mother of His Son, and can be offered for our
departed loved ones, or for any intention of the day. It
can particularly unite us all during this self-isolation.
THE ROSARY (extended by Pope St John Paul II
from 15 Mysteries to 20) draws us into the lives of
Jesus and Mary through significant events, grouped in
(five each of) the Joyful, Sorrowful, Luminous, and
Glorious Mysteries. The Rosary engages our whole
person - our fingers counting the beads, our lips
forming the prayers, our mind reflecting on the scene.
“The model is Mary, and the primary lesson she shares
- not only for people who want to pray the Rosary, but
also for everyone - is that transforming the world
according to God’s plan begins by being docile to
God’s Word. Or to put it more bluntly: If you want to
change the world, you first have to change yourself.
Long before giving birth to Jesus, Mary was listening
to and pondering God’s Word. She then conformed
her actions to what she had perceived through prayer.
Mary sought God’s Will and worked to align her
will with His. A great danger to one’s life is to do
the opposite: trying to manipulate God’s will to
match one’s own. Hence the importance of listening
to God first.” (Our Sunday Visitor.)
The Simple Prayer Book (Catholic Truth Society, CTS,
£3.50) sets out this time-honoured simple prayer which
has transformed the lives of saints, peasants and popes,
recommended by every Pope since the Rosary was
first given by Mary to St Dominic, and urged by Our
Lady when appearing at Lourdes, Fatima, and her
other shrines.
Helpful pocket or purse cards and booklets can be
bought cheaply at the back of the Oratory Church, and
our Catholic Shop is open (during the Corona Virus)
only on weekday mornings, via the Parish Office.
The Rosary is prayed, Monday - Saturday, immediately
after the end of our 12.15pm daily Mass, so you can
join in via the Oratory website and Sacred Heart TV,
as another way of supporting those isolated at home.

The Oratory Church is open daily: (NB. slightly shorter weekend evening closure)
Weekdays 6.30am to 6.30pm.
Weekends from 7.30am to 5pm.
Mass Intentions: See page 2 of the Monthly Newsletter, displayed on the noticeboard.
Help yourself to a copy of the Newsletter, which is also available on our website.
Mass Intention envelopes are available at the back of the Church, and can be returned
via the collection, or Parish Office letterbox. Help yourself to an explanatory grey leaflet.
.

For a Shrine Lamp to burn for your intention (£10 for 7 days) contact the Parish Office.
This week: Those preparing for Baptism (Our Lady), Corona Virus sufferers (St Joseph)

The SEASON of LENT at the ORATORY
Limited programme in this year of the Corona Virus
Sunday Masses live-streamed at 8am and 10.30am, and Benediction at 6pm,
and weekdays at 7.30am and 12.15pm (as below). The thrice daily
Angelus is also live-streamed at 7.30am, 12noon, and 6pm, and evening
Oratory at 6pm (for half-an-hour of silent prayer with the Oratorian
Fathers and Brothers, concluding with the Oratory Exercises (in Latin or
English), and intercessions which you and others have requested.

SUNDAYS IN LENT
8am Low Mass, 10.30 Solemn Mass; 6pm Benediction.

WEEKDAYS IN LENT
7.30am Holy Mass (Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays).
12.15pm Holy Mass (Mondays - Saturdays).

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
11am -12 noon (only) Confessions & Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration

SATURDAYS IN LENT
11am - 12 noon Confessions and Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration
4pm - 5pm Confessions
LENTEN CHARITY PROJECTS: Aid to the Church in Need helping
persecuted and oppressed Christians in the Middle East, and our own
Hope for Food distributing food parcels to local families in dire need.
Please leave tins etc (listed in the March Monthly Newsletter) in the
green plastic box by the Sacristy door at the front left side of the Church
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Church teaches that every Catholic should make their Confession
“at least once a year, at Easter or thereabouts”. Everyone will want
to do so before Easter. Please do not leave this until Holy Week,
or until it’s too late, and we may be prevented from leaving our homes.
Recommended resources for Mass include Magnificat (£45 per annum)
at magnificat.co.uk and the Universalis app. at universalis.com or the
CTS Simple Prayer Book, and subscribe FREE to Mother Angelica’s
Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) at: www.ewtn.co.uk
Academy of the
Annunciation

Hearing Problems?

Catholic courses
and study days

Independent
Hearing Services

aoa-edu.com

01202 861522

Free hearing tests

CLIFFTONS
Estate & Letting Agents

Property Experts
in Bournemouth
T. 01202 789699

REGULAR EVENTS
Most non-essential meetings etc are
cancelled, on Government advice,
until further notice, including:
Sunday Cath. Soc. Fellowship Group,
Monday Bell-ringing & Choir practices,
Tuesday Bible Study, Wednesday RCIA,
Thursday SVP Tea, Friday Brothers of
the Secular Oratory, Saturday First
Communion and Confirmation courses,
and monthly Movie Nights.

The following continue at present:
Oratory Weekdays 7am & 6pm
Half-an-hour silent prayer with the Fathers
and Brothers (evening ends with the Oratory
Exercises in Latin or English & intercessions)
Thursdays 8-11am Church Cleaning
1st Fridays 6pm Extraordinary Form Mass
WORKING with CHARITIES in our HALL
Hope for Food: 6.30pm
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
(feeding 80+ homeless rough-sleepers daily)
Alcoholics Anonymous: 7.45pm Monday
Narcotics Anonymous: Tue 7.45 / Wed 7pm

OUR CATHOLIC SHOP is closed on
Sundays during the Corona Virus but open
on weekdays via the Parish Office (9-12)
on the basis of one customer at a time.
The Shop has Stations of the Cross booklets,
books for Lent & Passiontide, greeting cards
for Easter, and Mass Intentions cards etc.
BISHOP PHILIP invites you to sign up
FREE to his E-News direct to your in box:
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
‘The God Who Speaks’ Year of the Word

5th Sunday of Lent (Year A)
Ezekiel 37: 12-14; Romans 8: 8-11;
John 11: 1-45.

____________________________________________________________

The Collection and finance updates
will appear in the Monthly Newsletter.
Please send your weekly Gift Aid envelopes
to the Parish Office so that we don’t run out
of money while there are no public Masses.
Cheque should be made payable to:
Sacred Heart Catholic Church Bournemouth
Please use the Donate button on our website.

Participate in Masses & devotions
at the Oratory via our website:
www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk
then click on: Sacred Heart TV
Live-stream 24hours 7 days a week

4th Sunday of Lent

(Year A)

First reading
1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go.
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have
chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel
arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the
Lord’s anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord
said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his
height, for I have rejected him: God does not see as man
sees: man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the
heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He
then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He
answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out
looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send
for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine
eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint
him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers;
and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with
him from that day on.
Psalm 22:1-6

The Lord is my shepherd:
there is nothing I shall want.

Second reading
Ephesians 5:8-14
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the
Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light
are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth.
Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having
nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but
exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in
secret are things that ashamed even to speak of; but
anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and
anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is
said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.
Gospel
John 9:1-41
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind
from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’
‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he
was born blind so that the works of God might be
displayed in him. ‘As long as the day lasts I must carry
out the work of the one who sent me; the night will soon
be here when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world I am the light of the world.’ Having said this, he
spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this
over the eyes of the blind man,and said to him, ‘Go and
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’).
So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came
away with his sight restored. His neighbours and people
who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man
who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same
one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man
himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then
how do your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called
Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it

and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and
when I washed I could see.’ They asked ‘Where is he?’ ‘I
don’t know’ he answered. They brought the man who
had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day
when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so
when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see,
he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I
can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man
cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’
Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’
And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke
to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him
yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a
prophet’ replied the man. However, the Jews would not
believe that the man had been blind and had gained his
sight, without first sending for his parents and asking
them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born
blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His
parents answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know
he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that he
can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old enough:
let him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out
of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from
the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as
the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old
enough; ask him.’
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give
glory to God! For our part, we know that this man is a
sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a
sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can see.’
They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and
you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this
they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they
said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke
to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an
astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t
know where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t
listen to sinners, but God does listen to men who are
devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is
unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was
born blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do
a thing.’ ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and
you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’
And they drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he
found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I
may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him;
he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’,
and worshipped him. Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that
I have come into this world, so that those without sight
may see and those with sight turn blind.’ Hearing this,
some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are
not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, you
would not be guilty, but since you say, “We see,” your
guilt remains.

PASTORAL LETTER AND DECREE FROM THE BISHOP
on 19th March 2020, the Solemnity of St Joseph
CORONAVIRUS
Dear Faithful and Clergy of the Diocese of Portsmouth,
“I watched Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Yes, I have given you power to tread underfoot serpents and
scorpions and the whole strength of the enemy; nothing shall ever hurt you” (Luke 10: 18-19).
The COVID-19 pandemic is causing much harm and concern to us all, both at home and abroad. We do not
know why God in His providence has allowed this pandemic to occur. What we do know is that He has given us
victory through the death and resurrection of His Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ and poured into human history the
power of the Holy Spirit to guide all things in the right direction. This is why, in the words of St. Paul, we know
that nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being
persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. … These are the trials by which
we triumph by the power of Him who loved us. Indeed, we can be certain that neither death nor life, no angel,
no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power or height or depth, nor any created thing can
ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom 8: 35-36, 38-39).
As Catholics, we must tackle this crisis with spiritual as well as human resources. Let us work for an end to this
scourge. Let us keep our churches open for prayer and offer daily Mass for the Church and the world. Let us
proclaim God’s Word, administer the Sacraments and offer pastoral care to God’s people in their need. Indeed,
the ministry of prayer at this time is crucial. Let us pray for a speedy solution, for those who are sick, for the
protection of the elderly and the vulnerable, for those in self-isolation, for all who are suffering anxiety and
worry, for the homeless and needy, for the well-being and financial security of all, for the NHS medical staff
and all who care for the sick, and for the repose of those who have died.
In advance, I thank our clergy and parish ministers for their generosity and willingness to minister in new and
different ways during this crisis. Let us be inspired by St. Camillus, St. Juliana Falconieri, Bl. Pier Giorgio and
the many other saints from Church history - not least by the Lord Himself - who cared for the sick and infected,
amidst great personal danger and difficulty.
I attach to this Pastoral Letter a Decree with some new norms that now become particular law for this Diocese
of Portsmouth. I add to these a few pastoral guidelines, some spiritual, others practical, to help us all over the
days ahead. All these provisions come into place today, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal
Church, and will remain in place until further notification. Lent is a time of penance, prayer and charity: we will
remember this Lent and Easter for many years ahead. So let us call on the efficacious prayers and help of St.
Joseph. Just as he protected the Infant Jesus, Saviour of the World, and his spouse, the Blessed Virgin Mary,
may he help us now, during this time of emergency.
Assuring you of my prayers and best wishes.
In Corde Iesu,

Bishop of Portsmouth

PHILIPPUS
DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
EPISCOPUS PORTUS MAGNI
Measures in Response to the Challenge of the Coronavirus
DECREE
The following provisions are immediately to be put in place:
1. Mass. Public Sunday and weekday Masses are to be suspended. I hereby temporarily release the faithful
from the Sunday Obligation. Instead, priests (parish priest and assistant priests) will say a daily Mass in a
church within their parish but without the faithful. Other priests (e.g. retired priests) may celebrate Mass
without the faithful present in a church, chapel or their private home. Deacons should not participate in these
celebrations. The Mass intention can be maintained, unless the family ask for a rescheduling. When there is a
concelebrating priest, the main celebrant distributes the Host to him so that he can then receive the Precious
Blood by personal intinction. The main celebrant consumes the remaining Precious Blood and purifies the
chalice in the usual way.
2. Churches Open. All churches should be kept open during the day for the faithful to visit and to pray before
the Blessed Sacrament. I encourage periods of Eucharistic Adoration (with rotas etc. but without public
liturgies) so that everyone can find solace in their moment of need. Clergy are encouraged to spend time in
church giving pastoral support and responding to requests for the Sacraments. In church, all must take care to
ensure ‘social distancing,’ i.e. maintaining a clear distance from others, with minimal social contact.
3. Sacrament of Reconciliation. Confessions may be offered as long as hygiene and social distancing
requirements are observed (e.g. a physical barrier between the penitent and the priest such as a grille and cloth).
4. Sacraments to the Sick/Housebound. It is important that those who request the Sacraments can receive
them. Ministers should wash and cleanse their hands before and after visiting the housebound. Visits to people
in care homes should follow advice from staff on infection control.
5. Anointing of the Sick. When anointing the sick, the Oil of the Sick can be applied using a cotton bud which
can be burned afterwards (one end for the head and the other for the hands) and the priest extend his hands over
the sick person for laying on of hands, without physical contact.
6. Holy Communion. All ministers of the Holy Eucharist must cleanse and sanitise their hands before and after
administering the Blessed Sacrament. Communicants are strongly urged to receive on the hand, which is ‘safer’
than reception on the tongue, with the minister avoiding any physical contact. If a communicant insists on
reception on the tongue, the minister should sanitise their hands immediately afterwards.
7. Baptisms. Baptisms might best be deferred until such a time as when people can gather again in numbers
safely. In case of necessity, baptisms may be celebrated, strictly limited to the immediate family and within all
the various hygiene precautions needed.
8. Matrimony. Weddings might best be deferred until such a time that people can gather again in numbers
safely. If this is not possible, the marriage should be limited to the celebrant, bride and groom, immediate
family and legal Registrar. Participants might consider a follow-up Liturgy and social gathering at a later date,
after the COVID-19 emergency has passed.
9. Funerals. Funeral services may take place only at the graveside or at a crematorium, subject to the
conditions laid down by the cemetery and crematorium authorities. Priests are encouraged to offer a private
Mass for the deceased. Again, a Mass in memoriam might be offered later, when people can once again gather
in numbers safely.

10. Other Liturgies. First Holy Communion and Confirmation Masses should be deferred until a time when
people can gather again in numbers. Diocesan celebrations (e.g. the Chrism Mass) will be reviewed on a case
by case basis.
11. Devotions, Stations of the Cross, etc. Communal celebrations are suspended, although individual/private
devotions are to be encouraged.
12. Holy Water. The use of holy water stoups is suspended. However, the faithful should be invited to have
some holy water for use at home.
13. Hymn Books and Collection Plates. Shared hymn books, missals and collection plates should be taken out
of use.
14. Veneration. Veneration of relics, the Cross, statues, icons etc. should not take place by kissing or physically
touching them.
FURTHER GUIDELINES
1. What the laity can do. The faithful are urged to establish at home a small sacred space or altar. They should
avail themselves of alternatives to Mass in order to sustain their faith: e.g.
Make a private visit individually and/or as a family to the Blessed Sacrament in the church on a Sunday
•
(ideally using resources noted next) and/or on other days too in order to make a Spiritual Communion;
Reflecting on the Sunday Liturgical texts (prayers and Readings), reading the Bible, reading the texts
•
from the Magnificat, using a Treasury of Prayer and saying the Rosary;
Participating in a Sunday Mass online, making a Spiritual Communion;
•
Using on-line resources such as Universalis in order to say parts of the Liturgy of the Hours;
•
consulting the Diocesan website for further prayers, ideas, videos and suggestions.
•
2. Prayer and Entreaty. Everyone should regularly say prayers for an end to this scourge, for the sick, for
those affected materially and financially, and for the medical staff caring for the sick. A Prayer in Time of
Epidemics from the Roman Ritual will be distributed for use.
3. Hygiene. In churches, good hygiene should be ensured. All should cleanse their hands upon entering.
Cleaning of surfaces (e.g. door handles) that people touch should be ensured. Catering (coffee etc.) should be
suspended.
4. Care of Dying. Hospitals and care homes are urged to enable the priest to visit Catholics who are dying in
order for the Last Sacraments and Apostolic Pardon to be administered. This will need negotiation on a case by
case basis.
5. Parish Life. Many aspects of parish life will need to be suspended or amended on a case by case basis,
especially in the absence of public liturgies. Private meetings (e.g. parish-staff meeting), subject to appropriate
safeguards and hygiene advice, might be permitted.
6. Charity and Community Welfare. Parishes should do their best to continue their works of charity, care for
the sick, the needy, the poor, the lonely, those in self-isolation, the homeless, those dependent on food banks etc.
7. Support of the Church. The faithful are urged to continue generously supporting their parishes, which
otherwise will lose vital income. Donations can be made through the parish and diocesan websites. It is also
possible easily to set up a Standing Order to your local parish by requesting a form from your parish or directly
with your bank, giving them the parish banking details. For more on this, contact
cshore@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 023 9421 6457. Visit the diocesan website for more information.
Given on this 19th March 2020, the Solemnity of St Joseph.

Bishop of Portsmouth

THE BOURNEMOUTH ORATORY in Formation
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Solemnity of S Joseph
19th March 2020
Dear Friends,
CORONA VIRUS
EVERY DAY FEELS LIKE HOLY SATURDAY - that deathly day between Our Lord’s Crucifixion
and His Resurrection - a day of silence, stillness and trepidation - as our streets are strangely silent, few
people are moving about, supplies seem uncertain, business and commerce are on hold. We wait . . .
Many people are deeply upset at being unable to attend Mass or to receiving Holy Communion, some
are very angry, while others don’t see what the fuss is about, and are in danger of being careless. Many
blame someone else - the Government, or the Bishops, or even God. There’s risk of loosing a sense of
perspective, and despairing, especially if we (or someone close) have health issues and feel vulnerable.
Other parishioners joyfully report acts of great kindness, deeper devotion, and answers to prayer.
The Fathers and Brothers of the Oratory assure you of our prayers and pastoral care for you during this
unsettling and uncertain period. S Philip Neri founded the Oratory for three purposes: (1) to be a place
of prayer (which is what the name means), (2) for ‘the daily distribution of the Word’, and
(3) the celebration of the Sacraments. We invite everyone (Catholic or not) to rediscover the Oratory
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus as a haven of stillness and silence, for peace and prayer. Do come!
In the daily Oratory Exercises at 6pm each weekday we pray for you all, and the many intentions for
which you (and people around the world) ask us to pray. This is live-streamed from our Lady Chapel.
The ‘daily distribution of the Word’ occurs at the Scripture Readings, Sunday homilies, and the homily
in the daily Mass at 12.15 when, in the Oratory's ‘familial’ style, the Fathers seek to help us set our
lives in the context of eternity, and of “the God Who Speaks”, especially in this Year of the Word.
While we are unable to attend Mass or receive Our Lord in Holy Communion, you can participate in
our live-stream Masses, or reflect on the daily readings, and make an Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Fr Peter
Father Peter Edwards
Moderator & Parish Priest

